MIGREC - Newsletter | Issue 5, October 2020 - December 2020

MIGREC
Migration, Integration and
Governance Research Centre

MIGRANT INTEGRATION WORKSHOP

In mid-September and early October 2020, four online @ g O - R
workshops focused on current challenges around
migration and integration, were organized by MIGREC | The migration profile of Serbia |

partner — the University of Sheffield's Migration
Research Group. Workshop participants extended
beyond members of the MIGREC consortium, to include
among others, senior researchers, PhD students and
Master students from the University of Belgrade, as
well as a number of practitioners and stakeholders _ : -
working in the field of integration in Serbia. st = oz

The first workshop “Life at the Frontier: Social mobility, segregation and integration” was chaired by
Helen Grady, Senior Broadcast Journalist for BBC Radio 4. It included presentations from Professor
Gwilym Pryce (Sheffield Methods Institute and Department of Urban Studies, University of
Sheffield), Professor Liv Osland (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences) and Professor
Urban Lindgren (Umea University, Sweden).

In the second workshop, the speaker was Professor Raivo Vetik, from School of Governance, Law
and Society, Tallinn University, Estonia, Coordinator of the MirNet project, with a presentation
“Beyond state-of-the-art in studying migrant integration: a relational approach®.

Kostas Vlachopoulos, a PhD Researcher in Politics at the University of Glasgow and Junior Research
Fellow at the Migration Programme of ELIAMEP, presented “Migration in Greece: It's time to talk
about integration” during the third workshop.

The last workshop provided an opportunity for University of Belgrade MIGREC researchers to
present on current writing and research projects. The presentations revealed a rich body of work
from a range of disciplines ongoing at the University of Belgrade including relating to: Access to
justice for asylum seekers in the Republic of Serbia (Dr Dejan Pavlovi¢), Migration and youth in
Serbia: attitudes, intentions and motives (Vanja Javor, Milica Todorovi¢ and Nevena Radi¢) and
Confronting the progressive dilemma, rethinking inclusive solidarity (Dr Biljana Dordevic).

2. Current state-of-art in
immigrant integration studies

» ‘Integration’ is a contested concept — ethnic majority
versus minority point of view: ‘opjat integrirujut’,
» My focus is on two different meta-theories behind the
mainstream theories:
a) Subtantialist ontology is represented by the
modernization theory — Penninx 2019, Berry 2013.
b) Processualist (PR) ontology is represented by the so
called ‘resistance turn’ — Favell 2001, Bertossi 2017,
Schinkel 2018 (see recent debate in Comparative
Migration Studies).

@ TALLINNA OLIKOOL

3l This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research & Innovation programme under Grant Agreement no. 857261.
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METHODOLOGY SEMINARS

In mid-September and early October 2020, the South — East Europe Programme of the Hellenic
Foundation for European and Foreign Policy - ELIAMEP ran the first series of the Methodology
Seminars on social sciences research in the context of the MIGREC project. The ELIAMEP team
planned and organized a state of art programme, considering all the latest developments in the field
of research methodology, aiming at providing and transferring useful knowledge and skills to the
participants. A total of five online, due to the COVID-19 restrictions, sessions were delivered by Dr
Konstantinos Gemenis and Dr Panagiotis Paschalidis, two acknowledged and knowledgeable
experts in their field. Dr Gemenis’ expertise is in quantitative methods and mixed methodologies
whilst Dr Paschalidis deals with qualitative methods and discourse analysis.

Two ways of thinking about causality

@ Forward causal inference (what might happen if we do X7)
uses Y7)

volve forward causal inference as
e

& observational data, we

@ Yet, it is very difficult to trace the es of Y backwards
@ Using abservational data to trace the causes of Y backwards usually
involves serious threats to internal validity
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The first part of the seminars, days 1 to 3, was delivered by Dr Konstantinos Gemenis, senior
researcher at the Max Planck Institute for the study of Societies, in Cologne, Germany. Dr Gemenis
introduced the participants to the research design and then focused more on randomized
experiments in the social sciences and quasi-experimental designs. His final lecture had a more
practical aspect, presenting and discussing with the participants observational and case studies.

In the second part of the seminars, days 4 and 5, Dr Panagiotis Paschalidis, researcher at the South
— East Europe Programme of ELIAMEP and adjunct lecturer at the department of Communication
and digital media of the University of Western Macedonia, presented to the participants the NVino
software, an essential tool for various methodologies of qualitative analysis. In the first session he
demonstrated to the participants how to use NVivo in qualitative content and discourse analysis, its
various applications (i.e. interviews, media, articles) when it comes to data management along with
different coding techniques and the creation of coding lexicons. In his last lecture, Dr Paschalidis,
focused on data analysis using NVivo, and in particular on performing queries, exporting data,
producing graphs and visualizing data.

The aim of the Methodology Seminars is to provide MIGREC staff with numerous possibilities when
it comes to tackling challenges and finding effective responses in the context of migration research
from a methodological standpoint.
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EAAHMIKD IAFYMA EYPONAIKHE & EZOTEPIKHE MOATIHHE
HELLEMIL FOUMDATIUN FUR EUEUPEAN & FOREIGM FOLILY

The South-East Europe Programme was set up in October 2011 and constitutes an integral part of
the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP), the foremost European and
Foreign Policy research institution in Greece.

The Programme promotes debate on key South-East European issues by frequently organizing and

participating in high profile events. In the context of the forum ‘Debating South-East Europe’ the
Programme organizes closed sessions under Chatham House Rule in which diplomats and policy
makers, academics and journalists brainstorm on important regional questions. The Programme also
organizes international conferences in Greece and its members frequently give lectures on the
current state of South-East European affairs in the region itself and key EU countries. The South-
East Europe Programme publishes policy analyses and research reports through the standard
publishing outlets of ELIAMEP.

The Programme is dedicated to the promotion of informed and policy — oriented dialogue on key
contemporary political and social challenges in Europe and to the engagement of the policy
community in analysis and dialogue. Through projects funded by the European Commission (H2020,
IPA) as well as private foundations (Open Society Foundation) and foreign governments (Swedish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs), the South — East Europe Programme conducts research, either as
coordinator or partner, on issues of EU integration, the strengthening of bi-lateral relations, and
fighting radicalization, amongst others. Last but not least, the South-East Europe Programme is
associated with the academic journal Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, published in
partnership with Taylor & Francis.
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