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1. Overview of WP4 
 
WP4, led by ELIAMEP, aimed to provide mentoring and training on horizontal and transferable 
skills. The target audience was MIGREC’s staff as well as other groups associated with FPN, namely 
undergraduate and post-graduate students, PhD candidates, researchers and professors. The core 
objective of WP4 was to build and upgrade capacities on specific fields such as publishing, social 
sciences research and methodology and ways to improve the capacity to attract external funding. 
Its objectives were:  
 

 To equip MIGREC’s staff with the know-how and skills to publish research in high 
impact international journals 

 To establish MIGREC’s solid foundation core research skills (theory, methodology and 
analysis) that generate high caliber research 

 To empower MIGREC to be a valuable partner in externally funded research proposals 
 To establish a mentoring programme to transmit these foundations and skills to young 

scholars 
 
WP4 addressed those objectives through the following 4 tasks:  
 

 Task 4.1: Seminar series on publishing in high impact international journals 
 Task 4.2: Seminar series on social sciences research and methodology 
 Task 4.3: Training workshops in applying for external research funding 
 Task 4.4: Developing mentoring capacity 

 
In this Deliverable, we report on Tasks 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3. The Deliverable 4.2 (Submitted in January 
2023) covered Task 4.4 and the development of MIGREC’s mentoring capacity and PhD programme.  
 

2. Report on Task 4.1 Seminar series on publishing in high impact international journals 
 
ELIAMEP designed 3 seminar series (2.5 days each) which were implemented between the months 
of April 2021 and November 2022. The main beneficiaries of the seminars were the MIGREC staff, 
in particular the researchers and teaching staff as well as PhD and Master students at the Faculty of 
Political Science (FPN) as well as PhD and Master Students at related University faculties like the 
Faculty of Geography (GEF). The seminars focused on the following elements: i) collaborating with 
migration related Serbian journals with a view to improving their capacity to attract and publish 
internationally high-calibre research, ii) improving MICREC’s staff understanding of the publication 
process for prominent international scientific journals through a training series (identifying the top 
quality journals, understanding journal impact factors, submitting and publishing and iii) building 
MIGREC’s staff capacity to produce outputs of research with an increased appeal for prominent 
international scientific journals (from research to publishing, structure of academic articles, use of 
academic English, detection of common mistakes) as well as the linking of research to policy. These 
seminars, as many other activities in the MIGREC project, were initially designed for a face-to-face 
delivery. However, due to the COVID-19 travel restrictions the first two series took place through 
an online delivery. The three series were attended by numerous participants mainly from MIGREC 
as well as other partners such as SEERC and ELIAMEP staff as well. The two main speakers were 
Associate Professor Ioannis Armakolas and Dr. Julianne Funk who served for many years 
respectively as Editor in Chief and Editorial Assistant of the Southeast European and Black Sea 
Studies (Taylor and Francis). There were also invited speakers with extensive experience when it 
comes to publishing in academic journals. 
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2.1 Seminar Series 1: What to expect: understanding the international academic publication 
process 
 
The first seminar series was divided into 4 online sessions. The first two took place in early March 
2021 (3 and 5 March) and the next two in late March and early April 2021 (31 March and 7 April). 
The overall theme of the first series related to the presentation of the key components of the 
publication process particularly when it comes to high-caliber academic journals. In particular, the 
first two presentations focused on the criteria with regard to the selection of a suitable journal. The 
first session (3 March) featured Professor Dr. Russell King (University of Sussex), who is also a 
member of the Project’s Advisory Board, as a guest speaker. Professor King shared his extensive 
experience when it comes to academic publications and his tenure as editor of the migration related 
journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies (JEMS). The next two sessions were dedicated to the 
preparation of the manuscript and an elaborate understanding of the publication procedures and 
its specifications. A comprehensive programme of the first series can be found in Appendix 1.  The 
presenters/ speakers of the first series were the following:  
 

 2 speakers and presenters from ELIAMEP: 
- Associate Professor Ioannis Armakolas (University of Macedonia, Thessaloniki, Greece, 

ELIAMEP, Head of the South-East Europe Programme, Editor-in- Chief of the journal 
Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, Athens, Greece)  

- Dr. Julianne Funk, ELIAMEP, Editorial Assistant of the journal Southeast European and 
Black Sea Studies, Athens, Greece) 

 1 external participant as guest speaker:  
- Professor Dr. Russell King, University of Sussex, UK.  

 
All the presentations were attended mainly by MIGREC staff and the consortium partners. The 
median attendance for the first series was 17 participants mostly from FPN and GEF: 
 

 FPN and GEF (17) 
 ELIAMEP (4) 
 SEERC (1) 

 
The detailed programme of the seminars, including descriptions along with the bios of the 
participants can be found in Appendix 1. A blog and photos from the seminars can be accessed at 
the following link:  https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/migrecs-first-publishing-seminar-a-success/ The 
video recordings from the seminars are available to watch at the following links: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1suAFc_FefjKKWgfS1bBQxO4np4VtAa6F/view?usp=share_link 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oa9nhkxqSFzCV7Z9H-cQvGtV4gmN-2bS/view?usp=share_link 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xH3gLCe_3WA_hU93J_wUSWMBOqhomidv/view?usp=share_link 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z5kNljaBteqKSCa7TX2OA5dY6hXOcS6m/view?usp=share_link 
 

 

2.2 Seminar Series 2: Publish or perish: marketing your research to reach an international 
audience 
 
The second series was divided into three sessions, which took place respectively on 11, 18 and 25 
June 2021. In all cases, there was an online delivery due to COVID-19 travel restrictions. The main 
theme of the seminars evolved around insights on how to present one’s research in ways that are 
appealing and relevant to academic publications (content, structure, manuscript specifications). 

https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/migrecs-first-publishing-seminar-a-success/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1suAFc_FefjKKWgfS1bBQxO4np4VtAa6F/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oa9nhkxqSFzCV7Z9H-cQvGtV4gmN-2bS/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xH3gLCe_3WA_hU93J_wUSWMBOqhomidv/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z5kNljaBteqKSCa7TX2OA5dY6hXOcS6m/view?usp=share_link
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One of the key outcomes of the seminars was the familiarization of the participants with ways on 
how to avoid desk rejection when submitting a paper to a journal. The seminars were led by 
ELIAMEP and in particular by Associate Professor Dr. Ioannis Armakolas and Dr. Julianne Funk and 
in all three cases there were invited speakers. The first presentation (11 June) dealt with the issues 
of journal ranking and impact factor and featured as a guest speaker Giulia Guariento, Portfolio 
Manager - Area Studies, Taylor and Francis Group. The second seminar (18 June) regarded one 
access publishing and featured as a guest speaker Dr. Sabine Rutar, Editor- in-Chief of the journal 
Comparative Southeast European Studies. The third presentation took place on 25 June 2021 and 
dealt with peer reviewing. It featured guest speaker Madeleine Hatfield, founder and Editor of 
Yellowback. A more detailed programme of the seminar can be found in Appendix 1. The 
presenters/ speakers of the second series were the following:  
 

 2 speakers and presenters from ELIAMEP: 
- Associate Professor Ioannis Armakolas (University of Macedonia, Thessaloniki, Greece, 

ELIAMEP, Head of the South-East Europe Programme, Editor-in-Chief of the journal 
Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, Athens, Greece)  

- Dr. Julianne Funk, ELIAMEP, Editorial Assistant of the journal Southeast European and 
Black Sea Studies, Athens, Greece) 

 
 3 external participants as guest speakers:  
- Giulia Guariento, Portfolio Manager - Area Studies, Taylor and Francis Group 
- Dr. Sabine Rutar, Editor- in-Chief of the journal Comparative Southeast European Studies 
- Madeleine Hatfield, founder and Editor of Yellowback 

 
All the presentations were attended mainly by MIGREC staff and the consortium partners. The 
median attendance for the second series was 15 participants mostly from FPN and GEF: 
 

 FPN and GEF (15) 
 ELIAMEP (3) 

 
The detailed programme of the seminars, including descriptions along with the bios of the 
participants can be found in Appendix 1. A blog and photos from the seminars can be accessed at 
the following link: https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/migrecs-second-publishing-seminar-a-success/ The 
video recordings from the seminars are available to watch at the following links:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_BihCXMiQItNiz8cFxlbpuaEDZGJevQa/view?usp=share_link 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lGt_BJuHMdnrn48216lt_4ffxpdxfbHP/view?usp=share_link 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KDqxmLvFyrFb9W0yAmuIvmUevvsRFE84/view?usp=share_link  

 

2.3 Seminar Series 3: Publishing for Policy Makers 
 
The third seminar series was also delivered in three different sessions in the following dates: the 
first one on 12 May 2022, the second one on 25 November 2022 and the third one on 26 January 
2023. The first two were delivered in person whilst the third one via online delivery. All of the 
seminars were organized and led by Associate Professor Ioannis Armakolas and Dr. Julianne Funk. 
The overall theme related to the process of publishing but this time with regard to policy related 
material. All three seminars included guest speakers. The first two featured a guest speaker Dr. 
Angeliki Dimitriadi (Global Public Policy Institute, Berlin) and they were dedicated to insights and 
shortcuts facilitating researchers in their effort to make their research more policy oriented and 
relevant. The first one took place on 12 May 2022 in Athens at the ELIAMEP premises and it was 

https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/migrecs-second-publishing-seminar-a-success/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_BihCXMiQItNiz8cFxlbpuaEDZGJevQa/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lGt_BJuHMdnrn48216lt_4ffxpdxfbHP/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KDqxmLvFyrFb9W0yAmuIvmUevvsRFE84/view?usp=share_link
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followed by a group of 8 MIGREC staff (FPN and GEF). The second presentation provided by Dr. 
Dimitriadi took place on 25 November 2022 at the FPN and MIGREC premises (University of 
Belgrade). The second event had the form of a practical workshop (with four-hour duration), during 
which the participants had the opportunity to work on concrete aspects of a policy paper. The 14 
participants from FPN and GEF were divided into smaller groups and developed actual policy 
pitches. There was an overwhelmingly positive and enthusiastic response from the participants. 
This was duly recorded in the evaluation forms completed by the participants. The third installment 
of the last series was centered on a discussion with editors of academic journals in the Serbian 
context. Four editors participated in total.  A more detailed programme of the seminar can be found 
in Appendix 1. The presenters/ speakers of the third series were the following: 
 

 1 speaker and presenter from ELIAMEP: 
- Dr. Julianne Funk, , ELIAMEP, Editorial Assistant of the journal Southeast European and 

Black Sea Studies, Athens, Greece) 
 

 4 external participants as guest speakers:  
- Aleksandra Markovic (Secretary of the editorial board,  Zbornik Instituta za kriminološka 

i sociološka istraživanja)  
- Vladimir Nikitović (Editor in Chief, Stanovništvo) 
- Snežana Stojšin (Editor in Chief, Sociološki pregled)  
- Srdjan Prodanovic (member of the editorial board, Sociologija) 
- Dr. Angeliki Dimitriadi, Global Public Policy Institute, Berlin 

 
All the presentations were attended mainly by MIGREC staff. The median attendance for the third 
series was 14 participants mostly from FPN and GEF: 
 

 FPN and GEF (14)  
 ELIAMEP (2) 

 
The detailed programme of the seminars, including descriptions along with the bios of the 
participants can be found in Appendix 1. A blog and photos from the seminars can be accessed at 
the following link:  https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/the-workshop-publishing-for-policy-makers/ The 
video recordings from the seminars are available to watch at the following link: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XczssbmcV0NKqTdSISa3bjmYbMIYGLje?usp=share_link  
 
3. Report on Task 4.2: Seminar series on social sciences research and methodology 
 
ELIAMEP designed 3 seminar series (2.5 days each) which were implemented between the months 
of September 2020 and February 2023. As in other cases, the initial design required for a face-to-
face delivery, which was hampered by the COVID-19 travel restrictions. Therefore, the first series 
(September and October 2020) was delivered via an online platform; the second one (June 2021 
and May 2022) followed a hybrid format (both online and physical presence) and the third one 
(October 2022) was delivered with physical presence. Overall, the seminars were designed with a 
view to boosting the MIGREC’s expertise with regard to bespoke quantitative and qualitative 
methodologies in social sciences research with an emphasis on migration. Furthermore, the effort 
was made to focus not only on theories and methods but also on theoretical or methodological 
debates that are frequently part of recent trends in the literature. Also, another key aspect was the 
provision to combine both a theoretical component and a more practical and hands-on approach, 
particularly with regard to the use of the NVIVO software for qualitative analysis. The main 

https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/the-workshop-publishing-for-policy-makers/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XczssbmcV0NKqTdSISa3bjmYbMIYGLje?usp=share_link
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beneficiaries of the seminars were the MIGREC staff, in particular the researchers and teaching staff 
as well as PhD and Master students at the Faculty of Political Science (FPN) as well as PhD and 
Master Students at related University faculties such as the GEF. Moreover, the seminars were also 
followed by ELIAMEP members as well as researchers from SEERC with a median attendance of 23 
persons. They were organized by ELIAMEP researcher and adjunct lecturer Dr. Panagiotis 
Paschalidis and Associate Professor Dr. Ioannis Armakolas. Several guest speakers participated.  
 
 
3.1. Seminar series 1: Quantitative methods and the use of NVIVO software for Qualitative analysis 
 
The first seminar series exemplified the dual approach that included a more theoretical component 
and a more practical one. In total 5 presentations were delivered. In particular, the quantitative 
methods module was implemented by Assistant Professor Dr. Kostas Gemenis (Max Planck Institute 
for the Study of Societies, Cologne, Germany). It evolved into three different presentations (a total 
of 9 hours) on the following dates, 14 and 15 September and 5 October 2020. The focus was on 
quantitative methods and key aspects such as research design, randomized/ experimental designs 
and observational studies. The second module of the first seminar series was dedicated to the use of 
NVIVO software. There were two presentations, on 17 and 18 of September 2020 (a total of 9 
hours) and they were delivered by ELIAMEP researcher Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis. The main topics 
covered included the use of the software in qualitative content and discourse analysis (research 
design, interviews, media, and coding lexicons) as well as the data analysis (queries, production of 
graphs, data visualization and case studies).  
 
It should be noted that following this first series, MIGREC decided to purchase an NVIVO license in 
order to enhance its staff’s capacity - particularly that of the PhD candidates - when it comes to data 
analysis in ongoing and future research projects. Overall, the reactions of the participants were very 
positive. Certainly, in some cases their comments, obtained via evaluation forms, stressed the 
demanding and challenging aspects of discussing methodology via an online platform; however, the 
result appears to be have been very productive: The following quotes stress the positive aspects: 
“the content of the workshop and the clarity of the presentation”, “the expertise of the presenter”, 
the sharing of concrete examples for different research designs and the sharing of knowledge”, “the 
collegial atmosphere”, “the knowledge of the presenter and their effort to present the use of the 
software via online/ zoom platform as the personal experience and exercise in sense of repeated 
usage of the tool is very important for the learning process”. A more detailed programme of the 
seminar can be found in Appendix 2. The presenters/ speakers of the second series were the 
following: 
 
The presenters/ speakers of the first series were the following: 
 

 1 speaker and presenter from ELIAMEP: 
- Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis (ELIAMEP researcher and Adjunct Lecturer at the 

Department of Communication and Digital Media, University of Western Macedonia, 
Greece) 

 
 1 external participant as presenter:  
- Assistant Professor Dr. Kostas Gemenis (Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies, 

Cologne, Germany) 
     
All the presentations were attended mainly by MIGREC staff. The median attendance for the first 
series was 23 participants mostly from FPN and GEF: 
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 FPN and GEF (17)  
 ELIAMEP (3) 
 SEERC (2) 

 
The detailed programme of the seminars, including descriptions along with the bios of the 
participants can be found in Appendix 2. A blog and photos from the seminars can be accessed at 
the following link: https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/methodological-workshop-continued/ The video 
recordings from the seminars are available to watch at the following links: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vRjjUmtl2KJFbI9TBl2YhYSd-ayKPmUz/view?ts=63fde42f 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jOscAgeZdoSniNeX7yMQxdA-QiZMixVM/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1th5cxZLz_xQuWe5O1vp4QFS2S3s0ru8j/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rfSZCkE5JUWxFMFuUsBHp7anGhfhF_l7/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uTOGWYA4_oaG0mP3XAxVS79wpTA48Lh-/view?usp=sharing  
 
3.2. Seminar series 2: Discourse Analysis and Coding with NVIVO 
 
The second seminar series had a similar organization in two components. The first was the 
discussion of theoretical and methodological aspects of discourse analysis and the second one was a 
more practical and hands-on presentation of coding techniques with NVIVO. In total 4 
presentations were delivered. The NVIVO seminars were organized and presented by ELIAMEP 
researcher, Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis, via an online delivery in two sessions (7 and 14 June). The 
qualitative module was presented in two sessions (10 and 11 May 2021) by Assistant Professor, Dr 
Salomi Boukala (Department of Social Anthropology, Panteion University, Athens, Greece). The 
seminars regarding the qualitative methodologies and discourse analysis were delivered in a face- 
to- face mode at the ELIAMEP premises in Athens. Dr. Boukala covered several topics such as an 
introduction to discourse analysis, critical discourse analysis, the discourse historical approach 
(DHA) and digital ethnography. These seminars were followed by 8 members of the MIGREC staff 
(FPN and GEF). In the case of NVIVO, Dr. Paschalidis expanded on topics such as coding techniques 
regarding different types of data (interviews, focus groups and media content) as well as more 
elaborate coding schemes according to different methodologies. In this case, the media attendance 
of the seminars was 15 persons, mostly MIGREC staff (FPN and GEF). In both cases, the reception 
and the reactions of the participants was very positive. A more detailed programme of the seminars 
can be found in Appendix 2. The presenters/ speakers of the second series were the following: 
 

 1 speaker and presenter from ELIAMEP: 
- Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis (ELIAMEP researcher and Adjunct Lecturer at the 

Department of Communication and Digital Media, University of Western Macedonia, 
Greece) 

 
 1 external participant as presenter:  
- Assistant Professor, Dr Salomi Boukala (Department of Social Anthropology, Panteion 

University, Athens, Greece) 
 

All the presentations were attended mainly by MIGREC staff. Overall, the median attendance for the 
second series was 12 participants mostly from FPN and GEF (University of Belgrade): 
 

 FPN and GEF (12)  
 ELIAMEP (2) 

https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/methodological-workshop-continued/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vRjjUmtl2KJFbI9TBl2YhYSd-ayKPmUz/view?ts=63fde42f
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jOscAgeZdoSniNeX7yMQxdA-QiZMixVM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1th5cxZLz_xQuWe5O1vp4QFS2S3s0ru8j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rfSZCkE5JUWxFMFuUsBHp7anGhfhF_l7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uTOGWYA4_oaG0mP3XAxVS79wpTA48Lh-/view?usp=sharing
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The detailed programme of the seminars, including descriptions along with the bios of the 
participants can be found in Appendix 2. A blog and photos from the seminars can be accessed at 
the following link: https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/study-visits-in-the-context-of-migrec-project/ The 
video recordings from the seminars are available to watch at the following links:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GeJKepdVos_C1nEkauL_-nfPFvbgJ1R0/view?usp=share_link  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xS9oiOVArRhlSzmBu-ga--faOqL0DaH8/view?usp=share_link  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a8GYoXy7BLZiFuntZhe8NPKWaKb_kOZ0/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Bp59nLz8thKk70HM18G2ChzdIXeM-JK/view?usp=sharing 
 
3.3. Seminar series 3: Quantitative methodologies: Survey Design 
 
The third seminar series was dedicated primarily to quantitative methods. It was delivered in 
October 2022 in two days (26 and 27 October) and it focused on survey and questionnaire design. 
The main speaker and presenter was Assistant Professor, Dr. George Siakas (Department of 
Political Science, Democritus University, Thrace). The seminars covered a wide variety of topics 
such as introduction to survey design, data collection, the sample design, the quality assessment of 
the surveys and the survey administration techniques. Dr George Siakas, who has an extensive 
experience in implementing surveys for many years shared many of his insights as to the good 
practices as well as the ways to avoid common pitfalls and dilemmas. The reactions of the audience 
were overwhelmingly positive and there was a vivid discussion with the presenter. The seminars 
were delivered in a face-to-face mode at the premises of MIGREC at the Faculty of Political Sciences 
. The audience consisted primarily of MIGREC staff (mainly FPN as well as GEF). In total, 22 persons 
attended these seminars. A more detailed programme of the seminars can be found in Appendix 2. 
The presenters/ speakers of the second series were the following: 
 

 1 external participant as presenter:  
- Assistant Professor, Dr. George Siakas (Department of Political Science, Democritus 

University, Thrace, Research Director, Public Opinion Research Unit, University of 
Macedonia, Thessaloniki) 

   
All the presentations were attended mainly by MIGREC staff. Overall, the median attendance for the 
third series was 22 participants mostly from FPN and GEF (University of Belgrade): 
 

 FPN and GEF (21)  
 ELIAMEP (1) 

 
The detailed programme of the seminars, including descriptions along with the bios of the 
participants can be found in Appendix 2. A blog and photos from the seminars can be accessed at 
the following link:  https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/the-workshop-survey-design-from-scratch-to-using-
data-analysis-tools/ The video recordings from the seminars are available to watch at the following 
link: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d8JpQSi59eTNIP_e1HB2Ikj6LcwM6GHT?usp=share_link  
 
4. Report on Task 4.3: Training workshops in applying for external research funding 
 
This task was led and implemented by SEERC. SEERC designed 2 seminar series (2.5 days each) 
which were implemented between the months of March 2021 and April 2022.  As in other cases, the 
initial design required for a face-to-face delivery, which was hampered by the COVID-19 travel 

https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/study-visits-in-the-context-of-migrec-project/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GeJKepdVos_C1nEkauL_-nfPFvbgJ1R0/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xS9oiOVArRhlSzmBu-ga--faOqL0DaH8/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a8GYoXy7BLZiFuntZhe8NPKWaKb_kOZ0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Bp59nLz8thKk70HM18G2ChzdIXeM-JK/view?usp=sharing
https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/the-workshop-survey-design-from-scratch-to-using-data-analysis-tools/
https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/the-workshop-survey-design-from-scratch-to-using-data-analysis-tools/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d8JpQSi59eTNIP_e1HB2Ikj6LcwM6GHT?usp=share_link
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restrictions. Therefore, the first series (22, 24 and 29 March 2021) was delivered via an online 
platform; on the other hand, the second series (6 April 2022) took place at the MIGREC premises, at 
the University of Belgrade. There was, therefore, a face-to-face delivery. Overall, the seminars were 
designed with a view to guiding MIGREC staff and boosting their capacity when it comes to 
designing research proposals for external funding, to developing synergies with highly – esteemed 
international and regional (European, South-East European and Western Balkan) institutions and 
collaborating with these institutions in bids to secure funding. Also, the seminars aimed at covering 
issues such as responsible research and innovation and the linking of research to policy. The main 
beneficiaries of the workshops were the MIGREC staff, in particular the researchers and teaching 
staff as well as PhD and Master students at the Faculty of Political Science (FPN) as well as PhD and 
Master Students at related University faculties such as the GEF. Moreover, the workshops were also 
followed by ELIAMEP members as well as researchers from SEERC. They were organized and 
delivered by the SEERC team, namely Nikos Zaharis (Director of SEERC, Thessaloniki, Greece), 
Alexandra Prodromidou (Assistant Professor, City College, University of York, Europe Campus, 
Thessaloniki, Greece) and Faye Ververidou (Research Associate, SEERC, Thessaloniki, Greece). 
Nikos Zaharis was the main speaker in both seminars. The median attendance of the seminars was 
18 persons.  
 
 
4.1: Workshop Series 1: Training workshop in applying for external research funding with emphasis on 
HORIZON EUROPE 
 
The first workshop was delivered through an online platform on the following three dates (22, 24 
and 29 March 2021). The workshop provided essential aspects such as the definition of and the 
basic principles of externally funded research as well as the presentation of EU’s main funding 
mechanisms (H2020, HORIZON EUROPE and ERASMUS+. In particular, the workshop examined in 
detail actual calls from the recent period. Furthermore, the participants had the opportunity to 
work in groups and develop their own ‘Skeleton Proposals’. This was an important opportunity for 
them to train themselves in specific aspects such as developing an idea which aligns and goes 
beyond the state of the art, defining the project objectives, outlining the project’s impact, selecting 
the appropriate partners and developing a concrete work plan. The main speaker in all three dates 
was Nikos Zaharis, SEERC Director. The workshops were attended mainly by MIGREC staff (FPN 
and GEF), SEERC and ELIAMEP researchers. There was a median attendance of 15 persons 
throughout this first workshop.  
 

 1 speaker and presenter from a partner institution:  
 

- Nikos Zaharis (Director at SEERC, Thessaloniki, Greece)  
 

All the presentations were attended mainly by MIGREC staff. Overall, the median attendance for the 
first workshop was 15 participants mostly from FPN and GEF (University of Belgrade): 
 

 FPN and GEF (11)  
 SEERC (3) 
 ELIAMEP (2) 

 
The detailed programme of the workshop, including descriptions along with the bios of the speaker 
can be found in Appendix 3. A blog and photos from the seminars can be accessed at the following 
link: https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/migrecs-training-workshop/ The video recordings from the 
seminars are available to watch at the following links:  

https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/migrecs-training-workshop/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n7rEkO-HhqZSP-O5Fn7qSVyFmL4y0xat/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WxlUp-aXF7be0tEfi3MyC4iwZNJmS2rX/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AIxVa78LNLj7yRv4jD2BuB2l7RRx0ngI/view?usp=sharing  
 
4.2: Workshop Series 2: Training workshop in applying for external research funding with emphasis on 
Erasmus+ and HORIZON EUROPE MSCA (Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions) 
 
The second training workshop took place at the MIGREC premises (FPN, University of Belgrade) on 
the date of 6 April 2022. The main speaker was Nikos Zaharis (SEERC Director) and it was attended 
by numerous researchers and members of FPN, GEF as well as other departments. The workshop 
offered an overview of ERASMUS+ (KA2, KA3 and Jean Monnet). Nikos Zaharis emphasized the 
advantages of participating in these programmes from the perspective of staff and senior 
researchers (networking, co- working with key EU institutions) and also that of the students 
(gaining of experiences). There was also an elaborate presentation of the MSCA Doctoral Networks 
and Post Docs, which provide the opportunity for students to work in a different European country. 
The workshop was attended by 18 persons.  
 
 

 1 speaker and presenter from a partner institution:  
 

- Nikos Zaharis (Director at SEERC, Thessaloniki, Greece)  
 

All the presentations were attended mainly by MIGREC staff. Overall, attendance for the second 
workshop was 18 participants mostly from FPN and GEF (University of Belgrade): 
 

 FPN and GEF (17)  
 SEERC (2) 

 
The detailed programme of the workshop, including descriptions along with the bios of the speaker 
can be found in Appendix 3. A blog and photos from the seminars can be accessed at the following 
link: https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/the-second-migrecs-training-workshop/ The video recordings 
from the seminars are available to watch at the following link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1waZfG5jjn46kKwzw3sJfW5GkjVrQom4D/view?ts=63fdd677  
 
Appendix 1 
 

Seminar series on publishing in high impact international journals 

 
Seminar Series 1: What to expect: understanding the international academic publication 
process (Online delivery) 
 
led by Ioannis Armakolas and Julianne Funk, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies 
 
1st presentation: 3 March 2021, ‘Choosing a journal for your research article’ 
Guest speaker Dr. Russell King, University of Sussex 
 
Description: Do you have (migration-related) research or articles that you wish to publish in an 
international journal? Please bring them to this session where we will discuss the first step in 
publishing: identifying the journal that best fits your work. We will consider the audience you are 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n7rEkO-HhqZSP-O5Fn7qSVyFmL4y0xat/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WxlUp-aXF7be0tEfi3MyC4iwZNJmS2rX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AIxVa78LNLj7yRv4jD2BuB2l7RRx0ngI/view?usp=sharing
https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/the-second-migrecs-training-workshop/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1waZfG5jjn46kKwzw3sJfW5GkjVrQom4D/view?ts=63fdd677
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trying to reach, journal aims and scope to match your own, the importance of journal metrics 
(impact factor, Altmetric, etc.) and types of publishing options (e.g. open access). 
 
2nd presentation: 5 March 2021, ‘Preparing your manuscript: how to avoid desk rejection’ 
 
Description: Journal editors receive hundreds of manuscripts. What are they looking for? How do 
they decide what merits peer review and publication? What are the most common features of 
manuscripts that are desk rejected and the essential components of an acceptable one? Bring your 
research article and we will work together on strengthening it to be accepted for peer review in an 
international journal. 
 
3rd presentation: 31 March 2021, ‘Submitting then surviving the publication process’ 
 
Description: You have done the hard work of research and writing and are ready to hand it over to 
be considered for publication. After you submit, how long will it take and what happens to your 
manuscript while you are waiting? This session covers your engagement with international 
journals, including specific submission requirements and instructions for authors, online 
submission systems, English language copy-editing, and what to expect during the process of 
review towards publication. 
 
4th presentation: 7 April 2021, ‘Being peer reviewed and becoming a peer reviewer’ 
 
Description: In this age of ‘fake news’ the necessity of peer review is even more obvious. While it 
sounds daunting, this assessment of your work’s quality and suitability for publication by 
independent experts is also a great opportunity to glean constructive feedback. This session will 
consider how journals identify peer reviewers, what to expect and do when you receive peer 
reviews on your work, why you would want to do a peer review yourself and how to become a peer 
reviewer. 
 
Seminar series 2: Publish or perish: marketing your research to reach an international 
audience (online delivery) 
 
Description: One may gather fascinating data, present important findings and reach valuable 
conclusions but without key knowledge of how to present it to an international academic 
publication, the research may never be read and spread. This seminar considers how to move from 
solid research to reach your international public: identifying the angle to your research that will 
appeal to your journal; clear and searchable titles, abstracts and keywords; missing manuscript 
components that will immediately produce a desk reject; how to organize/structure your argument 
and material; presenting the relevance of your research in an appealing way; academic English and 
copy-editing; publishers’ referencing and style requirements; promoting your research once it’s 
published, etc. The goal is to work with actual research / manuscripts of participants as 
applications of knowledge. 
 
1st presentation: 11 June, 2021, ‘Journal ranking and impact factor’ 
Guest speaker: Giulia Guariento (Portfolio Manager – Area Studies, Taylor & Francis Group) 
 
2nd presentation: 18 June, 2021, ‘Open access publishing’ 
Guest speaker: Dr. Sabine Rutar, Editor-in-Chief of Comparative Southeast European Studies 
 
3rd presentation: 25 June, 2021, ‘Peer- reviewing’ 
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Guest speaker: Madeleine Hatfield, Founder and Editor of Yellowback  
 
Seminar Series 3: Publishing for policy makers (Physical presence and online delivery) 

 
Description: In a very practical workshop, participants will develop their own policy pitch with 

Angeliki Dimitriadi’s guidance. Participants should bring a policy pitch outline (e.g. a basic structure 

with bullet-point arguments) to discuss. Suggested topic: the Europeanization of migration 

management in the Western Balkans (or Serbia). Things to consider as you prepare your 

outline: What topics are relevant to policy making? Assume this will be read by think tankers, policy 

analysts at the European Commission as well as within the government  – this means you 

can expect and take into account critical reflections, positives and negatives to your pitch. 

1st presentation: 12 May, 2022, ‘How to form policy suggestions to policy makers’ 
Guest speaker: Angeliki Dimitriadi (Global Public Policy Institute, Berlin)  
 
2nd presentation: 25 November 2022, ‘Publishing for Policy Makers’ 
Guest speaker, Angeliki Dimitriadi (Global Public Policy Institute, Berlin)  
 
3rd presentation: 26 January, 2023, ‘Meeting with 3 Serbian editors’ 
Guest speakers were Aleksandra Markovic (Secretary of the editorial board,  Zbornik Instituta za 
kriminološka i sociološka istraživanja), Vladimir Nikitović (Editor in Chief, Stanovništvo), Snežana 
Stojšin (Editor in Chief, Sociološki pregled) and Srdjan Prodanovic (member of the editorial board of 
Sociologija). 
 

Short bios of all the speakers 
 
Dr Ioannis Armakolas is Stavros Costopoulos Research Fellow at ELIAMEP, where he is the head 
of the South-East Europe Programme. He is also the Editor-in-Chief of the academic journal 
Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, published by Routledge (Taylor & Francis Group) in 
collaboration with ELIAMEP. Dr Armakolas is Associate Professor in Comparative Politics of South-
East Europe at the Department of Balkan, Slavic, and Oriental Studies, University of Macedonia 
(Thessaloniki). He is a member of the Board of Governors of the Centre for Security Studies, the 
think tank of the Greek Ministry of Interior and the top partner in Greece for EU-wide projects on 
issues of internal security. Ioannis Armakolas is an influential speaker and publicist on 
contemporary political challenges in South-East Europe and the EU policy responses to them. He 
has managed dozens research and policy analysis projects and has extensive experience as policy 
consultant for US and UK government projects in the Western Balkans. Ioannis Armakolas holds a 
PhD from the University of Cambridge.  
 
Dr. Julianne Funk is a peace researcher-practitioner and currently a Research Fellow at the South-
East Europe Programme of the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP) in 
Greece and Managing Editor of the journal Southeast European and Black Sea Studies. When not in 
the Balkans, she is based in Switzerland, where she taught at the University of Zurich. Earlier in her 
career, she worked at the Migration Policy Group in Brussels and in the field of refugee 
resettlement in Chicago, primarily with former Yugoslav immigrants. She has a PhD in social 
sciences and an MA in peace and conflict studies from the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium. 
Her specialization is peacebuilding with a focus on faith-based initiatives and trauma-sensitive 
practices, with years of peace research and praxis in Bosnia & Herzegovina. Her newest research is 
about Serbian Orthodox monasteries in Kosovo and their local and international relations. She has 
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published on political, diaspora and religious identities, public religiosity, trauma and healing, 
Bosnian Islam, socially engaged Buddhism, Mennonite conflict transformation, reconciliation, peace 
and conflict studies, coexistence and women’s spirituality. Her latest co-edited book is Healing and 
Peacebuilding after War: Transforming Trauma in Bosnia & Herzegovina (Routledge, 2020). 
 
Dr. Russell King, BA (London, 1966); MSc (London, 1967); PhD (London, 1970); MLitt (Dublin, 
1990) Russell King came to Sussex in 1993; previously he had been Professor of Geography at 
Trinity College Dublin (1986-93) and Lecturer in Geography at the University of Leicester (since 
1970). He has held visiting appointments at the University of Malta (1977 and again in 2014), Ben 
Gurion University of the Negev (1981), the University of Trieste (1990) and Cornell (2005). During 
2013 he was Willy Brandt Guest Professor in Migration Studies at Malmo University and he 
continues there as part-time visiting professor. In 1986 he was awarded the Royal Geographical 
Society's Edward Heath medal for his work on the geography of Europe and the Mediterranean, and 
he is Honorary Fellow of the Società Geografica Italiana. At Sussex he was Dean of the School of 
European Studies (1998-2001), Head of the Geography Department (2004-07) and Director of the 
Sussex Centre for Migration Research (1998-2011). He was editor of the Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies from 2000 till 2013. 
 
Giulia Guariento, Senior Publisher - Open Access Journals - General Medicine, Portfolio Manager 
Area Studies, Taylor & Francis Group.  
 
Dr. Sabine Rutar is senior research associate at the Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast 
European Studies in Regensburg. She is Editor-in-Chief of the quarterly Comparative Southeast 
European Studies (formerly: Südosteuropa. Journal of Politics and Society). She holds a Master's 
Degree in Education from Carthage College (Kenosha, Wisconsin, USA, 1992) and a Master's Degree 
in Modern History from Münster University (1996). She obtained her PhD in History and 
Civilization from the European University Institute in Florence (2001). After that she worked at the 
Georg Eckert Institute for International Textbook Research (2001-02), where she coordinated a 
comparative history textbook development project and a training program for teachers and 
textbook authors within the framework of the Stability Pact for Southeastern Europe. From 2003 to 
2007 she was a research associate at the Institute for Social Movements at the Ruhr University of 
Bochum, and in 2007-08 a Humboldt Fellow at the Univerza na Primorskem in Koper, Slovenia. She 
held fellowships at the Imre Kértesz Kolleg in Jena (2012-13), at the Leibniz Centre for 
Contemporary History in Potsdam (2012 and 2013), at the International Research Center 'Work 
and Human Life Cycle in Global History' at the Humboldt University Berlin (2014), and at the Berlin 
Center for Cold War Studies (2016-2017). She is a historian of the 19th to 21st centuries, focusing 
on labor and economic history, comparative microhistories of work, management, free and coerced 
labor, especially in the mining, shipbuilding, and port industries. Geographically, she focuses on the 
(former) lands of the late Habsburg Monarchy, on Italy, Yugoslavia, Germany, Austria, and the 
northeastern Adriatic border region. 
 
Dr. Madeleine Hatfiel is Founder and Editor at Yellowback (www.ybediting.com) where she 
provides editorial services to societies, authors and publishers. Madeleine has worked on a number 
of highly ranked academic journals as well as on monographs and research reports. She has also 
contributed to policy briefings, how-to guides and workshops for early career researchers on 
academic publishing. Madeleine has a PhD in Geography from Royal Holloway, University of 
London, and – outside of publishing in its own right – her primary research interest is migration, on 
which she has published and presented internationally. 
 

https://www.ybediting.com/


MIGREC – Migration, Integration and Governance Research Centre 

 

15 

 

Dr. Angeliki Dimitriadi is a non-resident fellow at at the Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi) in 
Berlin. Previously, she was a research fellow at GPPi, where she contributed to the institute’s work 
on migration. She is a political scientist with an interest in irregular migration and asylum, as well 
as the interplay between migratory movement and policies of deterrence and protection. Her 
research focuses on migration management policies at external borders, migration governance in 
the EU and European foreign policy on migration. Previously, Angeliki was senior research fellow 
and head of the migration program for the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy, 
with projects focusing on counter-smuggling, transit migration, EU-Turkey relations concerning 
migration, asylum processing, and migration policy in the Mediterranean. In addition to her policy 
work, Angeliki is an adjunct professor at the University of Athens where she teaches on the 
governance of asylum and migration policy in Southeast Europe at the master’s level. 

 
Aleksandra Markovic is a Research Associate at Institute of Criminological and Sociological 
Research and Secretary of the editorial board,  Zbornik Instituta za kriminološka i sociološka 
istraživanja. 
 
Dr. Vladimir Nikitovic has worked from 1999 to 2005 at the Geographic Institute "Jovan Cvijić" of 
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts. Since 2011 he has been the editor in chief of Stanovništvo – 
one of the oldest demographic journals in the world, and visiting lecturer at the Belgrade Open 
School. He has published more than 60 papers in national and international journals and 
conference proceedings including four monographs. He had been engaged as thematic expert and 
national consultant in 12 national and five international projects and had conducted the project 
“Population and households in Serbia according to the 2011 Census” (2014-15) funded by the EU 
and the project package “Population policy” as part of the national project “Researching 
Demographic Phenomena for the Purpose of Public Policies in Serbia” (2011-2019). He has 
contributed to creating current national strategies – Spatial Development Strategy through 2020 
(2010) and Birth Promotion Strategy (2018). He has evaluated bilateral, scientific and technological 
cooperation projects of the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development of the 
Republic of Serbia. He was scientific consultant in a highly rated tv documentary on depopulation 
and emigration from Serbia – entitled Zadnja kuća, Srbija, for the national broadcasting company 
RTS from 2010 to 2015. 
 
Dr. Srdjan Prodanovic is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Philosophy and Social 
Theory at the University of Belgrade. He completed his undergraduate, master’s and doctoral 
studies at the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Belgrade (department of sociology). The 
focus of his research is the connection between theory and practice. In recent years, he has been 
particularly devoted to the study of the following areas: 
 

Appendix 2  

Seminar series on social sciences research and methodology 

Seminar Series 1: Introduction to research design and the use of software for qualitative 
content and discourse analysis (online delivery) 
 
1st presentation: 14 September 2020, ‘Introduction to Research Design’ 
Speaker: Dr. Kostas Gemenis (Senior researcher at the Max Planck Institute for the study of 
Societies, Cologne, Germany, Assistant Professor on Research Methods at the University of Twente) 
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2nd presentation: 15 September 2020, ‘Randomized experiments in the social Sciences, Quasi- 
experimental designs (natural experiments, regression discontinuity’ 
Speaker: Dr. Kostas Gemenis (Senior researcher at the Max Planck institute for the study of 
Societies, Cologne, Germany, Assistant Professor on Research Methods at the University of Twente) 
 
3rd presentation: 17 September 2020, ‘The use of NVIVO in qualitative content and discourse 
analysis and research design, various applications (i.e. interview, media articles), data 
managements, different coding techniques and creation of coding lexicons’ 
Speaker: Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis (ELIAMEP Researcher, Adjunct Lecturer, University of Western 
Macedonia) 
 
4th presentation: 18 September 2020, ‘Analyzing data with NVIVO, Performing Queries, Producing 
Graphs and data visualization, exporting data, case studies’ 
Speaker: Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis (ELIAMEP Researcher, Adjunct Lecturer, University of Western 
Macedonia) 
 
5th presentation: 5 October 2020, ‘Observational studies, case studies’ 
Speaker: Dr. Kostas Gemenis (Senior researcher at the Max Planck institute for the study of 
Societies, Cologne, Germany, Assistant Professor on Research Methods at the University of Twente) 
 
Seminar Series 2: Coding techniques with NVIVO for qualitative data analysis and discourse 
analysis (online delivery and physical presence) 
 
1st presentation: 7 June 2021, ‘First Cycle coding techniques through the use of NVIVO’ 
Speaker: Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis (ELIAMEP Researcher, Adjunct Lecturer, University of Western 
Macedonia) 
 
2nd presentation, 14 June 2021, ‘Second cycle coding techniques through the use of the NVIVO 
software’ 
Speaker: Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis (ELIAMEP Researcher, Adjunct Lecturer, University of Western 
Macedonia) 
 
General description:  
 
Topics covered:  
  
- Introduction: The benefits of using caqdas (computer assisted qualitative data analysis software) 
such as NVIVO (research design, research connections, and theory) 
 
- Quick tour of NVIVO: creating an NVIVO project, importing data and establishing demographic 
information (semi-structured interviews, media content, focus groups) 
 
- Developing your coding skills- The importance of first cycle coding techniques: Grammatical, 
Elemental, Emotional, Language, Exploratory and Procedural 
 
- Using NVIVO tools to facilitate and perform the coding: Manual/ automated coding, queries, 
visualizations of the coding process (writing memos, creating themes/ categories, establishing 
relations between codes) 
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The coding process is hardly a linear one. Most commonly, it calls for readjustments, different 
stages (early, main and supplementary) and in the case of research performed by groups with 
various coders a minimal degree of agreement is required with regard to the outcomes of coding 
(intercoder reliability). The goal of the first day is to highlight the importance of first cycle coding 
(or initial coding) as a necessary step towards the development of coding skills through the use of 
the NVIVO software. First cycle coding is often more exploratory and descriptive in nature; 
however it calls for systematic approaches and consistency. By no means, the first cycle of coding 
can be considered as a less demanding phase. In effect, many studies employ only the initial coding. 
However, this first cycle is also useful in cases where there are many dilemmas when it comes not 
only to codification but the improvement of a means of collecting qualitative data such as a 
questionnaire (i.e. in the case of semi-structured interviews with an important amount of 
information). In this context, the first cycle allows- on the basis of a few pilot interviews- for the 
improvement of a particular set of questions and its recalibration according to the needs of the 
codification and ultimately the research questions of a particular study. The aim of the first day is to 
demonstrate how NVIVO can assist us in performing the first cycle of coding. 

 
-Introduction: From the first cycle to the second cycle of coding (alignment of coding to a theory 
and a methodology, improving the outlook of a research in terms of an academic publication) 
 
-The different types of second cycle coding (pattern coding, focused coding, axial coding, theoretical 
coding, elaborative coding and longitudinal coding) 
 
-Using NVIVO to perform second cycle coding and reorganizing the results of coding (semi-
structured interviews, media content, focus groups) 
 
-From coding to where?: Ways to connect your coding through NVIVO to a theory (from the 
standpoint of the results) or summarize it and present it as a method of qualitative data analysis 
according to the type of research. 
 
The second cycle of coding usually calls for a reorganization of the results of the first cycle into 
broader sets such as themes or categories. This is certainly a stage which necessitates an even 
greater degree of consistency since it will reflect on both the theoretical and the methodological 
outlook of a study. This second day will help the participants to consider specific examples of 
studies that used NVIVO. Furthermore, special attention will be given to the ways in which the work 
performed with NVIVO can be presented in a more elaborate manner and with a view to strengthen 
a study’s theoretical and methodological value. For this second day the participants will be asked to 
prepare a small NVIVO project with examples of first cycle coding, which will be used in order to 
present the connection and transformation of the first cycle into the second one. All necessary 
instructions will be provided prior to the first session of 7 June. 
 
3rd presentation: 10 May 2022, ‘Introduction to Critical Discourse Analysis’ 
Speaker: Dr. Salomi Boukala (Assistant Professor, Department of Social Anthropology, Panteion 
University of Political and Social Sciences, Athens) 
 
4th presentation, 11 May 2022, ‘Interdisciplinary Approaches to the study of Social Media’ 
Speaker: Dr. Salomi Boukala (Assistant Professor, Department of Social Anthropology, Panteion 
University of Political and Social Sciences, Athens) 
 
General Description:  
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The term discourse remains ambiguous, although is understood in various ways in the Social 
Sciences and Humanities. In the same vein, Critical Discourse Analysis is currently used by different 
disciplines beyond Linguistics and Semiotics, such as Media Studies and Politics. Critical Discourse 
Analysis (CDA) is broadly concerned with the way that language and other semiotic modalities 
reflect, legitimate and instantiate power and inequality in social relations. This module aims to 
familiarize participants with the interdisciplinary character of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 
and its empirical schools that have led to the introduction of Critical Discourse Studies (CDS). 
Participants will have the opportunity to apply methodological and theoretical skills in analyzing a 
range of spoken and written data from different social contexts including political discourse, media 
discourse and social media contexts. By focusing on issues such as immigration, populism, far right 
rhetoric, nationalism, antisemitism and islamophobia, the module intends to explore how discourse 
contributes to the construction of ideology and the legitimation of power relations and social 
action. In particular, during the seminar we will have the opportunity to cover the following: 
 
- Introduction to Discourse Analysis- Focuses on the relation between language and society. 
- From Discourse Analysis to Critical Discourse Analysis- Focuses on ideology and power relations 
in the study of language. 
- Introduction to the Schools of Critical Discourse Analysis. 
- The Discourse Historical Approach (DHA) and Argumentation Theory- How to analyze Political 
discourses. 
- Multimodality and Critical Discourse Studies- How to analyse media and new media discourses. 
 
Interdisciplinary Approaches to the Study of Social Media 
 
The role of social media as a vehicle for information, entertainment or even activism has long been 
of interest to scholars of different disciplines (qualitative and quantitative). Hence, numerous 
publications on researching online practices and structures have appeared from different social 
scientific perspectives, such as sociolinguistics and media studies. In this multidisciplinary universe 
of scholarship, approaches that draw particularly on the main principles of Critical Discourse 
Studies claim that in the new techno-discursive terrain, scholars should primarily take into 
consideration the development of ‘bottom up’ discourses in their overall attempt to (re)establish 
principles and methods to better unravel and critique the discursive ways power inequalities are 
(re)produced in particular online settings. Hence, this module intends to present an 
interdisciplinary methodological approach that highlights the importance of in-depth qualitative 
analysis of social media texts by employing a methodological amalgamation that combines 
ethnographic approaches and argumentation strategies in the critical study of social media. By 
using various examples based on different studies on nationalism, activism and political campaigns 
appeared in social media, the seminar we will cover the following: 
 
- Introduction to Polymedia. 
- From Multi-sited Ethnography to Digital Ethnography. 
- Synthesising Digital Ethnography and Critical Discourse Studies (CDS) in the Study of Social Media. 
- Social Media Use in Politics. 
- Towards a Discourse-Oriented Ethnography. 
 
Seminar Series 3: (physical presence) 
 
1st presentation: 26 October 2022, ‘Survey Design, from scratch to using data analysis tools: 
introduction to survey design, questionnaire design and sample design’ 
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Speaker: Dr. George Siakas (Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Democritus 
University of Thrace, Komotini/ Director, Public Opinion Research Unit, University of Macedonia, 
Thessaloniki)  
 
2nd presentation: 26 October 2022, ‘Survey Design, from scratch to using data analysis tools: the 
quality assessment of each survey, survey administration techniques) 
Speaker: Dr. George Siakas (Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Democritus 
University of Thrace, Komotini/ Director, Public Opinion Research Unit, University of Macedonia, 
Thessaloniki)  
 
General Description:  
 
This module focuses on the two pillars of a survey, the representation and the questionnaire design. 
It starts with the basics, the scope and the purpose of the survey, which should be served by using 
the appropriate mode of data collection. Then, the analysis will be based on the Total Survey Error 
framework (TSE), which quickly reviews the two basic pillars of each survey: the measurement and 
the representation. These two basic pillars correspond to the two important construction aspects of 
a survey: (a) how to construct a questionnaire that provides measurement and (b) how to select the 
appropriate sample, providing representation. 
 
-introduction to survey design, scope, purpose, specifications of each approach, selecting an 
appropriate mode of data collection. 
-introduction to Questionnaire design. This will cover the basics in the questionnaire design and 
how to move from the concept to the question format. 
-introduction to Sample Design. We will review the main probabilistic and non- probabilistic 
techniques and the technical aspects of each design feature. 
-the quality assessment of each survey. In respect to the TSE, we will understand that each step in 
the survey design and implementation comes with an inherent error. We will define and 
understand the merits and the limitations of each error. 
-survey administration techniques. In this part we will review the main tools in survey 
administration 
 

Short bios of all the speakers 
 

Dr. Kostas Gemenis is a Senior Researcher at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies in 
Cologne, Germany. He has also been Assistant Professor in the field of Research Methods at the 
University of Twente. His research interests include political communication, text analysis and 
voting advice applications. He has published extensively in these areas and has also directed 
research projects at the Max Planck Institute (Voting Advice Applications and Historical Database of 
Party Manifestos). 
 
Dr. Salomi Boukala is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Social Anthropology at Panteion 
University of Social &amp; Political Sciences. She has been published widely in the field of Critical 
Discourse Studies. She is the author of European Identity and The Representation of Islam in the 
Mainstream Press: Argumentation and Media Discourse (Palgrave, 2019). Her research interests 
include: argumentation, the discursive construction of political and (supra)national identities, 
political rhetoric, ethnographic approaches, media and social media discourse. 
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Dr. George Siakas serves as the Research Director of the Public Opinion Research Unit of the 
University of Macedonia Research Institute and as Assistant Professor at the Political Science 
Department of the Democritus University of Thrace. 
 
Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis holds a PhD (2012, Paris III-Sorbonne Nouvelle) in Media and 
Communication. He has been a Research Fellow at the South-East Europe Programme of ELIAMEP 
since 2015. He has been an adjunct lecturer at the Department of Communication and Digital media 
at the University of Western Macedonia since 2020. He completed his post-doctoral research at the 
Department of Balkan, Slavic and Oriental Studies at the University of Macedonia in Thessaloniki 
(2013-2015). His research interests include the study of media representations of the Balkan 
region and the countries of former Yugoslavia in the Greek and international media, the media 
representations and the public perceptions of Balkan countries in Greece as well as the media 
coverage of the migrant/ refugee crisis in Greece and the EU (2015- present day). He has 
participated as a researcher in two H2020 programmes (1. “RePast” which deals with the mediation 
and the collective memory of the troubled past in several European countries and 2. “MIGREC” 
which deals with the creation of a migration related research centre within the Faculty of Political 
Sciences at the University of Belgrade, Serbia). 
 
 

Appendix 3 

Training workshops in applying for external research funding 

Workshop 1: Training Workshop in applying for external research funding with emphasis on 
HORIZON EUROPE’ (online delivery) 
 
1st presentation: 22 March 2021, ‘The Basic Principles: HORIZON’ 
Speaker: Nikos Zaharis (Director, SEERC, Thessaloniki) 
 
2nd presentation: 24 March 2021, ‘Issues to be considered when applying for EU grants, ERASMUS+’ 
Speaker: Nikos Zaharis (Director, SEERC, Thessaloniki) 
 
3rd presentation: 29 March 2021, ‘Presentation of “Skeleton Proposals”, Marie Curie Post- Doctoral 
Fellowships’ 
Speaker: Nikos Zaharis (Director, SEERC, Thessaloniki) 
 
General description: 
 
The workshop will involve group work on developing research funding proposal ideas. In the 2nd 
day, participants will be divided in groups of 4-5 people and will be asked to work on developing 
their idea in a “skeleton proposal” including i) Proposed progress beyond the state of the art, ii) 
Project Objectives, iii) Project Foreseen Impact, iv) Potential Project Partnership and v) Project 
Work-Plan. Open/future or past H2020/HORIZON EUROPE Calls will be used as a framework for 
the exercise. 
 
Workshop 2: Training Workshop in applying for external research funding with emphasis on 
HORIZON EUROPE’ (physical presence)  
 
1st presentation: 6 April 2022, ‘Overview of Erasmus+, Jean Monnet Actions’ 
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Speaker: Nikos Zaharis (Director, SEERC, Thessaloniki) 
 
2nd presentation: 6 April 2022, ‘HORIZON Europe MSCA, Doctoral Networks, Post-Doctoral 
Fellowships, Academia- Staff Exchanges, Co-funding of regional, national and international 
programmes’ 
Speaker: Nikos Zaharis (Director, SEERC, Thessaloniki) 
 
3rd presentation: 6 April 2022, ‘Detailed Presentation of MSCA Doctoral Networks, Key features of 
the proposal, consortium construction, and evaluation criteria’ 
Speaker: Nikos Zaharis (Director, SEERC, Thessaloniki) 
 
4th presentation: 6 April 2022, ‘Groupwork: Key elements of a MSCA Doctoral Network proposal 
focusing on Migration’ 
Speaker: Nikos Zaharis (Director, SEERC, Thessaloniki) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Short bios of all the speakers 
 

Mr. Nikos Zaharis is the Director of SEERC. His goal is to build up and expand SEERC's research 
agenda and strengthen research partnerships internationally and in the South East European 
Region focusing on issues of economic and regional development, IT policy and social development. 
Mr. Zaharis has a Bachelor's degree in Chemical Engineering from Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, Greece, an MSc degree in Chemical Engineering from Pennsylvania State University, 
USA, as well as a series of continuous education certificates on various management topics. He has 
more than 22 years experience as a consultant and manager working for industrial as well as public 
sector organizations on issues ranging from quality and environmental management to managing of 
research, economic and regional development in Greece and in a series of eastern European 
countries. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


