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1. Overview of WP3 
 
WP3, led by the University of Sheffield, aimed to enhance capacity in migration-related research at 
the University of Belgrade with the following priorities: i) the research, policy and practice in the 
wider field of integration, ii) the research methods related to migration studies and iii) the 
strengthening of links with national, regional and international stakeholders pertaining to 
migration (policy makers, researchers, civil society). In specific terms, it had the following 
objectives:  
 

 To deepen knowledge and understanding of UoB researchers of the state of the art of 
theory, policy and practice in the areas of integration, the migration-development nexus and 
migration governance 

 To develop skills among UoB researchers in research methods with particular relevance to 
migration studies, including: multi-sited research, social network analysis, Geographical 
Information Systems, co-production, digital research methods and netnography 

 To develop awareness among UoB researchers of the ethical challenges and the strategies to 
address them in research with (vulnerable) migrants, including issues around consent, 
language, status and matched-case interviewing 

 To widen and deepen the links of UoB researchers to relevant researchers and policy 
stakeholders in Serbia, in the Western Balkans and internationally. 

  
WP3 was organized around 7 tasks (3.1: State of the Art Migration Workshop Series led by the 
University of Sheffield, 3.2: Design and Delivery of 2 Summer Schools led by the University of 
Sheffield, 3.3: Co-ordination of staff and student exchange scheme led by the University of Sheffield, 
3.4: Coordination of targeted study visits led by the University of Sheffield, 3.5: Co-ordination of a 
placement scheme led by the Faculty of Political Science (University of Belgrade), 3.6: Co-ordination 
of international conference participation led by the University of Sheffield and 3.7: Co-ordination of 
networking visits to Western Balkan Countries led by ELIAMEP.  This report, which corresponds to 
the deliverable 3.4, covers the task 3.7. In the following section, we refer extensively to task 3.7 
(networking visits) and the contents of the report.  
 

2. Description of the task 3.7 (networking visits) and the report 3.4 
 
Task 3.7, led by ELIAMEP, involved a series of networking visits to Western Balkan countries and 
the stakeholders identified under task 1.3 and the corresponding report (‘Mapping of migration 
related research and policy development in the Western Balkan countries - Report on prospective 
regional networks’). In effect, a total of 8 visits to the countries of the Western Balkans was set as a 
target. In other words, there was a possibility to carry out additional visits to some of the Western 
Balkan countries. Nonetheless, due to the provision that the networking activities should also 
include visits to centres of excellence in either the Western Balkans or other EU countries, the 
choice was made to satisfy both targets, additional visits and visits to the centres of excellence. It is 
necessary to clarify that all the relevant information with regard to the visits to the centers of 
excellence can be found in the report 5.2 (D5.2 - Report on Project Networking, Dissemination and 
Communication Activities).  
 
In many respects, the 1.3 report was very important with a view to obtaining the optimal results 
from the visits. Thus, the networking contributed at two specific levels: firstly, the obtention of 
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extensive lists with numerous stakeholders as well as networks (migration governance: institutions 
at the national, regional and international level, academia and research: university departments 
and research centers and civil society: NGOs). It is noteworthy that a total of thirty (30) different 
migration related stakeholders were contacted in the context of the preparation of the 1.3 report 
relating to the mapping. The second important contribution of this report was the collaborative 
work, commonly entailing the joint efforts between the MIGREC partners. As it was the case with 
other MIGREC activities, both the mapping (1.3) as well as the networking visits (3.7) were affected 
by the COVID-19 related travel restrictions. This was more the case for the mapping than the 
networking. ELIAMEP, as the task leader, developed the Terms Of Reference for the networking 
visits in late 2020. Following intensive discussions and exchanges between the project partners in 
the beginning of 2021, the first networking visit took place in North Macedonia (November 2021). 
Overall, the networking visits and activities relating to task 3.7 covered the period from November 
2021 to March 2023.  
 
This report is organized in the following manner: firstly, it provides the rationale (section 3) for the 
networking visits. In effect, the organization of these meetings was very demanding due to the 
necessity for narrowing the number of stakeholders and institutions to contact. It is important, 
therefore, to provide the elements that determined these choices. The following section (4) 
presents the networking visits on the basis of the following structure: i) an introductory part 
which contains the list of the institutions visited, the dates and the mode of the visit and the topics 
covered in the meeting and more generally the visit; ii) the main takeaways from the meetings 
and iii) an assessment of the overall outcomes of the visit. The following section is dedicated to 
the concluding remarks and the last one contains the Appendix.   
 
3. Rationale of the networking visits 
 
The designing of the networking served a variety of objectives: i) exchange of knowledge, ii) seek 
contact and cooperation with a variety of stakeholders at the three levels (macro: governance, 
meso: academia and research and micro: civil society), iii) assess the migration related policy and 
research networks and prioritize the contact with several stakeholders accordingly, iv) make 
MIGREC more visible, disseminate and promote its achievements and v) contribute in the 
sustainability of MIGREC by promoting it as a reliable partner specifically towards institutions that 
act as donors and fund projects. By the time that the first networking visits were being prepared 
(Autumn 2021), MIGREC had achieved significant progress in developing its mission, vision, 
research strategy and agenda (WP2); this affected enormously and very positively the networking 
activities because MIGREC was presented in much more practical and concrete terms. In the last 
networking activities (March 2023) this was emphasized; the stakeholders were presented with the 
prospects of a research centre in the making but with an already established and operational 
centre. In other terms, whereas in the mapping activities (1.3) the partners were promoting the 
project, in the networking they were promoting the centre. This was an important difference which 
affected the discussions with the stakeholders.  
 
For each country of the Western Balkans, the MIGREC partners followed the same procedure when 
it came to the organization and the implementation of the networking visit. In concrete terms, this 
meant that a division of labor similar to the one followed in the mapping activities and report on 
the regional synergies (1.3); for instance, ELIAMEP was involved in the networking visits to Albania 
and North Macedonia, SEERC was involved in the networking visits to Kosovo and Montenegro and 
the University of Sheffield in the networking visits to Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. It is 
important to stress that the Faculty of Political Science was involved in all the preparatory activities 
ahead of these meetings and participated in most of them.  Through its decisive contribution it was 
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possible to overcome unexpected difficulties and complete the programme of the networking 
activities to the Western Balkan countries (and the centers of excellence).   
 
With regard to the organization of the networking visits, the following steps were taken: i) creation 
of the list of stakeholders (3 levels: macro, meso and micro) on the basis of the 1.3 report, ii) 
preparation of the programme of the visits (meetings), iii) preparation of an agenda with indicative 
topics serving as a reference point and iv) collection and preparation of material for the 
dissemination of MIGREC (leaflets). It is also important to note that there was a decision among the 
partners not to adopt a fixed template for the agenda of the topics discussed. Given that each 
meeting has a specific dynamic according to the type of stakeholder, the choice was made for a 
more flexible approach.  
 
4. The networking visits to the countries of the Western Balkans 
 
4.1 The visit to North Macedonia 
 
Introduction 
    
The networking visit to North Macedonia took place on 29 and 30 November 2021 in Skopje, the 
capital of the country. The MIGREC consortium was represented by Professor Dr. Natalija Perisic, 
(Head of MIGREC, Faculty of Political Science, University of Belgrade) and Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis 
(Research Fellow at the South-East Europe Programme of ELIAMEP, University of Western 
Macedonia, Greece). In total, there were five bilateral meetings. The institutions and the 
stakeholders met served the purpose of covering all three levels (governance, academia/ research 
and civil society) and overall there was an emphasis on the issues of sustainability and 
identification of key networks with which MIGREC should cooperate at the regional level. In 
particular, the MIGREC team met with the following:  
 

1. Mrs. Fani Karanfilova-Panovska, Executive Director of the Foundation Open Society 
in North Macedonia (FOSM), President of the Council for Cooperation with and 
Development of the Civil Sector, an advisory body of the Government. She has 20 
years of diversified experience working in the civil society sector ranging from 
volunteering in student and youth organizations to membership and governance of 
professional civil society organizations in the country. 
 

2. Mrs. Slavica Indjevska, Program Director of the Foundation Open Society in North 
Macedonia (FOSM). She has 30 years of diversified experience in the civil sector, 
among other, in the areas of support to forced migrants from ex-Yugoslavia. 
 

3. Mr. Atanas Minov, Representative of the Republic of North Macedonia to MARRI 
(Migration, Asylum, Refugees Regional Initiative), Senior Adviser at the Ministry of 
Interior of the Republic of North Macedonia. Mr. Minov has extensive experience as 
an adviser in the realm of international cooperation at the regional and EU level.  
 

4. Mr. Nemanja Pantic, Representative of the Republic of Serbia to MARRI (Migration, 
Asylum, Refugees Regional Initiative). 
 

5. Mr. Aleksandar Krzalovski, Executive Director at the Macedonian Center for 
International Cooperation (MCIC). Mr. Krzalovski has been actively involved in the 
civil society sector of North Macedonia since the 1990s and has coordinated/ 
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managed numerous projects dealing with humanitarianism and protection of 
sensitive groups. He has also authored several publications and served as evaluator 
for programmes in North Macedonia and the Balkans.  
 

6. Mrs. Irena Rajchinovska Pandeva, Associate Professor in Political Science 
(Iustianianus Primus Law Faculty, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University, Skopje), Vice 
Dean for Science and International Cooperation, Head of the Refugee Law and 
Migration Centre. She is also project manager and mentor at the Refugee Law Clinic 
at the same Faculty. She teaches several courses on both undergraduate and 
postgraduate level in four study programs. Since 2020 she is a member of the TEPSA 
(Trans European Policy Studies Association, Brussels) Board. Her research interests 
are focused on EU integration, identities, Europeanisation, geopolitics, conflicts, 
transition and migration.  
 

7. Mr. Sasho Georgievski, Professor in Public International Law and International 
Relations (Iustianianus Primus Law Faculty, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University, 
Skopje), Scientific Coordinator and mentor of the Refugee law clinic.  

 

8. Prof. Maja Gerovska Mitev, Professor of Social Policy (Institute for Social Work, 
Faculty of Philosophy, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University, Skopje), member of the 
European Anti-Poverty Network. Her scientific interests are focused on EU 
integration, forced migration and displacement. 

 
Main takeaways 
 
From the perspective of the civil society the meetings focused around a variety of issues such as the 
sustainability of MIGREC as a centre, funding opportunities, the migration issues that are already 
drawing more attention, EU and international policy frameworks on migration as well as the civil 
society networks with which MIGREC can collaborate in the future. In particular, the MIGREC team 
was informed that in the forthcoming period (2023) there will be an emphasis on the issue of 
economically marginalized groups and that there may also be amore regional shift towards this 
theme. Generally speaking, migration is always a topic that receives special attention (i.e. 
addressing the needs of refugees from Central Asia). However, nothing guarantees that it will 
continue to be a top priority in the near future.  
 
On the contrary, always from the perspective of civil society institutions that act as donors, one of 
the capacities always valued is the monitoring of all agreements and laws signed at the country 
level and possibly beyond. This is also valid for the wider Western Balkan region. There is a need 
for policy analysis, especially with relation to issues that considerably affect countries most such as 
outward migration and social policies. Furthermore, there is a focus on projects that support civil 
society, anti-corruption initiatives and business ventures of young people among others. In recent 
times, important attention has been given to the issue of resilient communities and extremism. 
From the standpoint of MIGREC, it is important to link itself with such organizations because they 
are part of extensive civil society networks (i.e. the Balkan Civil Society Forum) which are 
supported with an important budget. It was explained to the MIGREC team that it is important to 
combine research and academic publications with policy analysis. This will be an important factor 
with a view to increasing its visibility and ultimately its sustainability.  
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The networking meeting with the representatives of MARRI provided the MIGREC team with a 
much more updated understanding about the level of regional cooperation and initiatives regarding 
migration policies. MARRI is, in effect, an organization that depends on the exchange of information 
and deals only with issues agreed by the participant territories. MARRI works closely with 
international organizations and networks on migration. Very shortly, MARRI will publish in 
collaboration with the IOM a very important collection of statistical data on migration. They also 
work with UNHCR, RCC, Frontex and ICMPD. According to the MARRI officials, the academic 
approaches on migration are always welcomed and in fact they are much needed.  
 
The meeting with the Professors from the Ss. Cyril and Methodius University was equally valuable. 
In this case, the MIGREC team had the opportunity to obtain a systematic understanding of the 
challenges that a similar research centre (dealing with migration) is facing. Apart from migration 
research, the discussion included the importance of networks (i.e. academic, civil society and 
donors), the capacity to remain visible even without the necessary funding during the initial period 
of operation. The Centre for Refugee Law and Migration expressed a very keen interest in 
collaborating with MIGREC in the near future.  
 
Overall assessment 
 
The networking visit to North Macedonia was very helpful for several reasons. Firstly, it 
contributed significantly to the promotion and dissemination of MIGREC as a centre. Secondly, the 
MIGREC team had the opportunity to establish contact with major institutions that act as donors in 
the sector of civil society and thus understand their perspective in a comprehensive way, notably 
when it comes to collaborations at the regional level. Thirdly, the visit offered concrete 
opportunities for collaborations with existing and very active networks of institutions.  
 
 
4.2 The visit to Albania 
 
Introduction 
 
In total, there were two networking visits to Albania. The first one took place between 4 and 7 April 
2022 in Tirana and the second one between 5 and 7 March 2023. In the first one (April 2022), the 
MIGREC consortium was represented by Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis (Research Fellow at the South-
East Europe Programme of ELIAMEP, University of Western Macedonia, Greece), Mr. Alexandros 
Koutras (Project Manager at the South-East Europe Programme of ELIAMEP, Athens) and Assistant 
Professor Dr. Stefan Surlic (Faculty of Political Science, University of Belgrade). In the second visit 
(March 2023), the MIGREC consortium was represented by the South-East Europe programme of 
ELIAMEP and Dr. Panagiotis Paschalidis. The two visits provided the opportunity for extensive 
contacts with a variety of stakeholders at all three levels (governance, academia/research and civil 
society). In total, the MIGREC teams conducted 8 meetings: 
 

1. Mr. Ilir Gedeshi, Professor in the Faculty of Economy (University of Tirana), Director at the 
Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS)  
 

2. Mrs. Sara Zekaj, Project Associate at Swisscontact (formerly migration expert at the IOM) 
 

3. Mr. Kosta Barjaba, Professor of Sociology and Public Policies (European University of 
Tirana), Chief of Staff at the Parliament of the Republic of Albania 
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4. Mr. Genci Pjetri, Programme Co-ordinator, IOM Albania 
 

5. Mrs. Joniada Barjaba, Director at the Ministry of Finance and Economy, Government of the 
Republic of Albania, migration scholar.  
 

6. Mrs. Reina Zenelaj, Professor, Head of the Department of Political Science and International 
Relations at the Epoka University 
 

7. Mr. Kriton Kuci, Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Mediterranean University of 
Tirana 
 

8. Mr. Ledion Krisafi, Senior Researcher and Project Co-ordinator at the Albanian Institute for 
International Studies (AIIS) 
 

9. Mr. Andi Balla, Researcher, Media and Communications Specialist at the Albanian Institute 
for International Studies (AIIS)  

 
      
Main takeaways 
 
Due to the fact that there were two networking visits to Albania, the MIGREC team had the 
opportunity to meet with a variety of actors from all three levels (governance, academia/ research 
and civil society). Furthermore, the networking activities were not confined only in bilateral 
meetings with the aforementioned stakeholders. In effect, there were also 3 presentations (2 at 
University departments: Epoka University and Mediterranean University and 1 at the Albanian 
Institute for International Studies). Due to the fact that in most cases there was an important 
attendance at the presentations, the promotion and dissemination impact has been considerable. In 
summarizing the main topics discussed we may refer to the following: migration developments in 
the Western Balkans (inward and outward migration as well as internal and seasonal), brain drain, 
the engagement of the diasporas and the migration-development nexus as well as the response to 
the situation of the asylum seekers. Furthermore, there was a focus on the migration strategies, 
implemented or announced, at the state-level, the regional as well as the international level. There 
was also discussion about the role of civil society and international organizations. Finally, the 
MIGREC teams received the recommendations of the stakeholders with regard to MIGREC’s 
operation and demonstrated a welcoming view on the prospect of collaboration and networking 
activities in the near future.  
 
For instance, when it comes to the networking and the exploration of potential partners for 
research proposals and funding, several stakeholders stressed the necessity for MIGREC to include 
both the academia and the civil society component in order to have an equilibrium. In this direction, 
the key element that determines the sustainability of a networking partnership is project funding. 
Other stakeholders emphasized the option of regional funding (i.e. UNDP and their projects on 
diaspora and also GIZ). With regard to topics that are more relevant at present in the Albanian 
context, special attention was given to the policies towards asylum seekers and illegal migration. 
Another common topic was the migration-development nexus and the role of the Albanian diaspora 
along with the efforts of the government to find the suitable policies that safeguard an optimal 
result for Albania (i.e. incentives for return and investments and halting brain drain).  
 
From the governance standpoint, the MIGREC teams obtained a two-fold understanding. On the one 
hand, there were remarks that stressed the need for the country to improve its migration strategy 
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by improving the availability and accuracy of statistical data, by implementing a more pragmatic 
migration strategy (i.e. incentives for the members of the diaspora to return but also with a plan to 
maximize the impact in the long-run), by improving cooperation with neighboring countries when 
it comes to asylum processes in border areas. On the other hand, there was also the remark that 
considerable efforts have been made with regard to the training of migration agencies and 
personnel in Albania and also with regard to the coordination and collaboration at the regional 
level. Such developments indicate that migration is and will continue to be one of the main policy 
priorities of the government.  
         
Overall assessment  
 
The networking activities in Albania were completed in two stages.  In that respect, the MIGREC 
team had the opportunity to promote and disseminate the centre to multiple stakeholders. There 
was a very positive outcome in many regards. Firstly, it raised awareness for MIGREC and its 
activities. This was particularly the case at the presentations that took place at the University 
departments; numerous Professors and students showed a special interest in MIGREC’s activities 
and particularly its newsletter and policy and academic publications. Furthermore, the MIGREC 
teams were able to contact institutions and stakeholders that might become partners in a proposal 
for external funding. All of the institutions at the level of the civil society have extensive experience 
in the implementation of regional projects.     
    
 
4.3 The visit to Kosovo*1 
    
Introduction 
 
The networking visit to Kosovo* took place on 6 and 7 September 2022, with the participation of all 
members of SEERC’s team, namely Mr Nikos Zaharis, Dr Alexandra Prodromidou and Mrs Foteini 
Ververidou. The visit consisted of three face-to-face bilateral meetings, two of which were held in 
Pristina on September 6, and one was held in Mitrovica the following day. Due to the unavailability 
of one of the approached discussants on the dates of the visits, a fourth meeting was held online on 
20 September 2023. The institutions approached were purposefully selected to achieve plurality in 
terms of public and private representation, on one hand, and academic and policy-making actors, 
on the other. 
 
Based on the initial mapping of migration related research in the Western Balkans (WP1, D1.3) and 
MIGREC needs for building a network in Kosovo* which will contribute to the Centre’s future 
sustainability, the SEERC team met with the following people: 
 

1. Ardiana Gashi: Associate Professor at the University of Pristina – Department of 
Economics. Dr Gashi has been actively involved in migration research and she is a member 
of the Western Balkans Migration Network – MIGNET, a collaboration with which would be 
beneficial for MIGREC as a newly established research centre in SouthEast Europe. 
 
2. Naim Osmani and Memli Ymeri: Director and Coordinator of the Asylum and Refugee 
Unit, respectively, of ‘Civil Rights Program Kosovo – CRP/K’, a national NGO which has 

                                                             
1 * This designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion 
on the Kosovo declaration of independence. 
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established a partnership with UNHCR Chief Mission in Kosovo to provide mainly legal 
support to asylum seekers and refugees. 
 
3. Vukoman Jovanovic: Executive Director of the NGO ‘L4 – Centre for Lifelong Learning 
Lighthouse’, which is commissioned with promoting social inclusion and economic 
strengthening for disadvantaged and marginalized populations, including forced migrants, 
in the Northern part of Mitrovica. 
 
4. Pëllumb Çollaku: Lecturer in Economics at the Riinvest International College and a Lead 
Expert in Economic and Commercial Diplomacy, support to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Diaspora in Kosovo*. 

 
Main takeaways  
 
The themes which were particularly highlighted by the different stakeholders approached for 
networking in Kosovo* were those of brain drain tendencies linked to EU member states’ individual 
policies inside the greater framework of EU policies, such as circular migration and brain drain 
facilitated by visa liberalization in the Western Balkans, integration of different populations in 
Kosovar* society, including the Roma populations, IDPs, returnees and - a rather limited number of 
- refugees and radicalisation. Finally, the issue of Northern Mitrovica, which is a case on its own, in 
relation to underdevelopment, contested statehood and migration, mainly between the region and 
Serbia. For non-state actors, sustainability greatly depends on project funding. Apart from the EU, 
other identified sources of funding were international organizations, such as IOM, IRC, UNHCR, 
UNDP, and regional ones, e.g. the Regional Cooperation Council. Opportunities for state-driven 
research funded by national embassies (e.g. the American Embassy, the Norwegian Embassy) were 
also discussed. 
 
Several stakeholders underscored the importance of participating in regional networks, as well as 
of the cooperation between academia, state and policymakers, and of the role of civil society in 
solidifying the national migration network. At European level, the European Network of 
statelessness and membership in the European Council for Refugees and Exiles (ECRE) were cited 
as important collaborations; at regional level, besides WB-MIGNET, the Balkan Refugee and 
Migration Council was mentioned as a coalition of civil society organizations from 5 Western 
Balkan countries. To strengthen the links with the state and academia, accounts of good practices 
included the provision of training and other types of seminars to the police and the judicial 
academy, as well as internships with university students as part of their studies.  
 
Identifying challenges, the lack of official census data and as a consequence updated data on 
migration was marked as a significant constraint in the improved understanding of the multifaceted 
phenomenon. Outward migration, while recognised as a key point of concern, was described as 
academically understudied, partly due to this lack of adequate statistical information. Thus, the 
development of an observatory to follow migration trends and offer data on the profile of migrants 
emerged as a dire need for the area of the Western Balkans. Furthermore, as lack of statistical data 
is an issue which has been identified in many Western Balkan states, the creation of an observatory 
or data collection and research conducted by MIGREC on the topic can be done at a larger scale to 
include the whole of the region. Dr Ardiana Gashi was invited to take part in the MIGREC closing 
conference, which will be turned into an annual event in order to contribute to the sustainability of 
MIGREC on top of maintaining existing network links and creating new ones. Future collaboration 
could also include capacity building in the field of education or training, as well as, joined projects 
on common migration related issues. 
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Overall assessment 
 
The outcomes of the visit to Kosovo* were very valuable at three distinct levels: firstly, it provided 
the opportunity to update and complete the information and the understanding of migration 
related issues in Kosovo* proper and the wider Western Balkan region; secondly, it offered several 
important recommendations to MIGREC when it comes to the networks that it should prioritize 
with regard to future activities either in terms of proposals for funding or publications and 
academic and research collaborations; thirdly, it facilitated the networking with specific actors, 
something which was also confirmed by the participation of researchers from Kosovo* in the final 
conference of MIGREC in February 2023.  
 
4.4 The visit to Montenegro  
  
Introduction 
    
The networking visit to Montenegro took place on 7-9 September 2022, with the participation of all 
members of SEERC’s team, namely Mr Nikos Zaharis, Dr Alexandra Prodromidou and Mrs Foteini 
Ververidou. The visit consisted of three face-to-face bilateral meetings. The institutions approached 
were purposefully selected to include both academia and policymakers based on the mapping that 
took place in WP1, D1.3. The following list of persons were met for the purposes of this visit: 
 

1. Ilija Vujacic: Dean of the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Donja Gorica in 
Podgorica, Montenegro, formerly the Dean of the Faculty of Political Sciences of the 
University of Belgrade. 
 
2. Tanja Djurovic and Veselin Pajovic: Representatives of Red Cross Montenegro, the 
national branch of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
which provides humanitarian assistance, psychosocial support and a range of other social 
services to people on the move. 
 
3. Zoran Vujicic and Jelena Ristovic: Representatives of Civic Alliance, a national NGO 
advocating for the civil and human rights of marginalized groups, especially through the 
provision of free legal aid, monitoring the quality of law enforcement and documenting 
human rights violations, as well as establishing a solid channel of communication between 
the citizens and the state authorities. 
 
4. Vojin Golubovic: Senior Analyst in the Institute for Strategic Studies and Prognoses, which 
produces research on economic and social changes in Montenegro and the broader area of 
the Western Balkans. 

 
Main takeaways 
 
All meetings followed a similar, flexible structure, consisting in short presentations and open 
questions. Each meeting commenced with a presentation of the vision, mission and research 
priorities of MIGREC by the SEERC team. The different stakeholders also provided a brief overview 
of their organisation’s mandate, as well as their position and professional focus vis-a- vis migration. 
Attention was steered to current migration trends and priorities in the area; existing national or 
regional migration networks; sustainability; and possible ways of future collaboration with the 
newly established centre in the University of Belgrade. The most highlighted themes were those 
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related to brain drain and diaspora, which was mentioned to create an alarming shortage of 
specialized personnel, particularly in the medical sector; circular migration towards other countries 
in the region, such as Croatia but also towards Germany; the economic integration of migrants 
through the prism of the migration-development nexus; and the support (social, financial, legal) of 
vulnerable or generally disadvantaged migrants, including asylum seekers and refugees. Finally 
Montenegro at the moment hosts a big population of Ukrainian refugees.  
 
Project funding is identified as the major driver of migration related research. Funders include the 
EU, IOM, IRC, UNHCR, UNDP, as well as funding from embassies. Dr Vojin Golubovic was invited to 
the MIGREC closing conference as a speaker. Future collaboration with MIGREC could include 
research on data which are scarce in the area as whole, such as census data, bidding for funding to 
the aforementioned funders in order to conduct joined projects, capacity building in the fields of the 
protection of human rights or educational programmes and last but not least, development of 
teaching programs with the University of Donja Gorica in Podgorica, Montenegro. 
 
Overall assessment 
 
The visit to Montenegro expanded and deepened MIGREC’s understanding when it comes to the 
specificities of the country with regard to migration related issues and policies. Furthermore, it 
established firm links with institutions that can become either MIGREC’s partners in the 
preparation of proposals for external funding or collaborators in the context of migration relevant 
networks. Lastly, it contributed significantly to the promotion and dissemination of MIGREC as a 
centre.  
 
4.5 The visit to Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
Introduction 
 
In total, there were three networking visits to Bosnia and Herzegovina, while certain contacts with 
stakeholders from Bosnia and Herzegovina were made in Belgrade, Serbia. The first one took place 
on July 7, 2022 in Tuzla, the second one took place on March 4, 2023 and the third one took place 
between March 19-21 in Banja Luka and Sarajevo. The networking contact in Belgrade was made 
on February 22, 2023. The MIGREC Consortium was presented by Prof. Natalija Perisic (Head of 
MIGREC, Faculty of Political Science, University of Belgrade) and Prof. Danica Santic (Faculty of 
Geography, University of Belgrade). The visits provided the opportunity for extensive contacts with 
stakeholders at all three levels (governance, academia/research and civil society). In total, the 
MIGREC teams conducted seven meetings: 
 

1. Mr. Asim Pandzic, Professor of Social Policy at the Faculty of Philosophy (University of 
Tuzla), Director at the Centre for Social Innovations 
 

2. Mrs. Biljana Milosevic Soso, Professor of Sociology at the Faculty of Philosophy (University 
of Eastern Sarajevo) 
 

3. Mr. Drasko Gajic, Professor of Social Policy at the Faculty of Political Science (University of 
Banja Luka) 
 

4. Mrs. Sanela Basic, Professor of Social Policy at the Faculty of Political Science (University of 
Banja Luka) 
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5. Mrs. Ivana Prvulovic, Minister of the Labour, Social Policy, Displaced Persons and Refugees 
of the Canton of Sarajevo 
 

6. Mrs. Laura Lungaroti, Sub-Regional Coordinator for the Western Balkans and IOM Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Chief of Mission, Sarajevo 

 
7. Nermin Oruc, Director of the Center for Development Evaluation and Social Science 

Research (CREDI). 
 

Main takeaways 
 
The networking activities with the stakeholders in Bosnia and Herzegovina revealed that the main 
focus of the national policy and also of entity and local policies is on making more sustainable ties 
with diaspora, in the context of increasingly present emigration which has extremely serious 
consequences and contributes to shrinking of the population. One of the obstacles to putting into 
operation more effective policies, as highlighted by all stakeholders, is the absence of reliable data 
to serve as a basis for policy analysis and design.  
 
Another important challenge is the transit of irregular migrants via the Western Balkans Route. 
Namely, the domicile population has been facing economic and social hardships and does not 
welcome irregular migrants. Irregular migrants are therefore confronted with hostile attitudes, 
since they are seen as an economic and security threat. MIGREC’s respondents were included in 
different ways into research of vulnerabilities of irregular migrants, frequently children and 
women, and advocated for humanitarian and human rights-based approaches to irregular migrants 
in the country. 
 
The labor market situation is characterized with high unemployment rates and extreme internal 
mobility towards bigger cities. With a view to that, certain demographic measures have not been 
facilitating the situation of a negative migration balance in the areas of the country out of the 
capitals.  
 
The challenges of re-integration of internally displaced persons and refugees from the civil war 
1992-95 are also still present and there are varying results as to their inclusion into society, mainly 
depending on local communities of their return.  
 
Overall assessment 
 
The visit provided important opportunities to present MIGREC as a Centre with regional research 
ambitions to relevant stakeholders in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It facilitated the communication and 
dissemination of the MIGREC’s achievements. The MIGREC’s plans on developing the Migration 
Observatory within the Centre proved as a valuable initiative that could support efforts in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina to overcome the challenge of the lack of data in migration research. Joint 
development of an Observatory for WB, an online platform for policy makers, researchers and 
donors interested in migration issues in the countries of WB may be one of the first joint tasks. The 
meetings with academics focused on the new practices in the field of study of migration with a 
regional focus on the Western Balkans and discussed possible future applications for projects, high 
ranking journals on specific topics, the production of regional policy briefs and the organization of 
regional conferences.  
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4.6 The visit to Croatia 
 
Introduction 
 
The networking visit to Croatia took place in December 2021. The MIGREC team consisted of Mr. 
Dejan Pavlovic, Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Political Science and the department of 
International Relations (University of Belgrade) and Mrs. Danica Santic, Associate Professor at the 
Faculty of Geography (University of Belgrade). Mrs. Majella Kilkey, Professor of Social Policy at the 
Department of Social Sciences (University of Sheffield) and Mrs. Aneta Piekut, Senior Lecturer at the 
University of Sheffield, were unable to participate in the visit due to rising cases of the Omicron 
variant of Covid-19 in the UK at the time. Five meetings took place during the networking visit to 
Zagreb; all but one were in person. The meetings are listed below together with a short description 
of each:  
 

1. Paul Stubbs and Valeria Botric, the Institute of Economics, Zagreb. Ms. Botrić is an expert in 
macroeconomics and conducts research on labour market integration of immigrants in 
Europe, human capital, and youth employment, among other topics. Mr. Stubbs is an expert 
on social policy, poverty, equity and social inclusion, welfare state, social capital, etc. These 
researchers do not work on the migration-related projects currently, but are well informed 
about migration issues in Croatia, especially integration. Funding for the projects comes 
mainly from EU funds, which are awarded on the basis of calls for proposals. The relevant 
Croatian government agencies are responsible for programming EU funds and consider 
migration issues in accordance with national and EU interests. 
 

2. Prof. Goranka Lalic Novak, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, President of the Croatian 
Law Center, and Mrs. Lana Tuckoric, Key Legal Expert at the Croatian Law Center (Hrvatski 
pravni centar) (online). The Croatian Law Center is an outstanding non-governmental 
organization that advocates for human rights, provides education and policy analysis, 
monitors human rights and conducts legal consultations. Currently, asylum seekers and 
refugees are the focus of their work. They provide legal advice to asylum seekers and 
regularly publish expert analyses on their rights. The Center has produced a handbook for 
police officers on access to asylum law and the fundamental rights of asylum seekers 
(2020), an analysis of family reunification of migrants in Croatia (2020), an analysis of the 
treatment of unaccompanied children (2020), and the most recent handbook for refugees, 
‘’You Also Have the Right to’’ (2021) and The Integration of Refugees into Croatian Society: 
Legislation and Implementation in Practice (2021). The Center performs an important 
watchdog function in Croatian society, and we heard from our interlocutors that the 
government does not take kindly to their monitoring. Sometimes they are denied access to 
migrant camps, and push-back investigations conducted by Croatian border police forces 
are not popular. 
 

3. Dajana Ravlija, social worker from the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) in Zagreb. JRS is an 
international Catholic organization that provides an important service to refugees 
(accompaniment, care, and advocacy for the rights of refugees and other forcibly displaced 
persons). It serves as a point of contact for migrants on the territory of Croatia and does its 
best to help them clarify their status. We visited them in their office and saw the Croatian 
language classes, and the reception room for asylum seekers, and learned about the efforts 
they are making to assist this particularly vulnerable group. We were able to hear firsthand 
the story of Tony, an Afghan asylum seeker who crossed the Balkan route in 2015 and 
settled in Croatia. He is well-integrated, speaks fluent Croatian, and works for the JRC. 
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4. Prof. Sinisa Tatalović, Faculty of Political Science, University of Zagreb, President of the 

Serbian Cultural Society “Prosvijeta”, and Slobodan Zivković, Secretary General of the 
“Prosvijeta”. It serves as a cultural hotspot for the Serb national minority in Croatia and 
plays a special role in supporting the return and reintegration of Serb refugees from Croatia. 
We were informed about the current situation of the Serbian minority, the activities of the 
organization and the plans for the future. We were invited to give a lecture at the Faculty of 
Political Science, International Security course. Our lecture was titled ‘’Global Migrations 
and Human Rights for Migrants’’, and it was followed by a discussion with the students. 
 

5. Mrs. Ivanka Kunstic, Director of the Office for Welcome, Government of Republic of Croatia. 
The mission of this special office is to facilitate the return and integration of Croats who 
emigrated before 1991. The office helps with citizenship procedures, nostrification of 
diplomas, immigration, and access to free language and cultural courses for overseas Croats. 
Mrs. Kunstic said that interest among Croats living abroad in having a connection to the 
country their father or grandfather came from has increased, especially since Croatia’s 
accession to the EU and the crisis in Venezuela. She pointed out that the most frequent 
applications come from Latin America and Australia. At the end of the whole process, some 
of them move to Spain (those who return from Latin America) or try to integrate into the 
society where they have never lived. 

   
Main takeaways 
 
The meeting at the Institute of Economics identified the relevance of economic analysis to scientific 
assessment and policy making in the field of migration. The meeting with the Director of the Office 
for Welcome revealed that there is no effective diaspora engagement policy in Croatia and that the 
migration-development nexus remains a rather low priority of the Croatian government when 
compared with the migration-security nexus.  
 
A common theme across the visit relates to the differences between countries in the Western 
Balkans, and specifically the differences between Croatia and Serbia resulting from the former’s 
status as an EU Member State. One example relates to financing: in Croatia, being an EU Member 
State means its lines of financing are more direct via the national government; in contrast, in Serbia, 
finances are received via the Commission or INGOs, rather than through the national government. 
 
Overall assessment 
 
The visit provided an important opportunity to present MIGREC to relevant stakeholders in Zagreb. 
Everyone met expressed an interest in engaging with MIGREC. For example, at the Croatian Law 
Centre Prof. Lalic Novak expressed great interest in MIGREC’s efforts to establish a Ph.D. program in 
migration and promised to share her expertise on developing a regional migration-related master’s 
program. The visit highlighted the importance of attending to differences within the Western 
Balkans, as well as similarities. It also suggested future research themes for MIGREC, especially 
around the economics of migration. 
 
 
5. Concluding remarks 
 
This report responds to two distinct questions. Firstly, it contains all the necessary information and 
references that relate to the specific task (3.7: Networking visits to the countries of the Western 
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Balkans). The second issue is more general and it relates to MIGREC’s future activities and 
ultimately to its sustainability. This report, together with all other reports that enumerate and 
recount MIGREC’s existing record of contacts with an important variety of actors (national level: 
Serbia, regional level: Western Balkans and EU), will become a framework of reference for different 
purposes, namely: i) the identification of specific partners with a view to collaborating in the 
context of a proposal for external funding, ii) the identification of specific partners with a view to 
collaborating on a more short-term basis (i.e. quest for data/ information in a specific country or 
the region in general) and iii) the identification of networks (i.e. academic, governance and civil 
society) with a view to becoming more visible.  
 
Evidently, networking has become a major component when it comes to organizational 
development across all sectors and fields of activity. It is also a skill. At an ideal level, networking is 
systematized and is performed under specific guidelines and a more general philosophy. It is also 
part of what can be described as the new framework of strategic communication, in the sense that it 
incorporates many different elements and procedures in a broader framework shaped by the 
objectives of the organization and certainly its mission, vision and agenda. In the light of the 
elaborate work that has been achieved in this field, MIGREC has every reason to actively promote 
itself as one of the very few research centers, in the Western Balkans, dedicated specifically to 
migration and most of the topics that necessitate high caliber analysis at present. In itself, this is not 
the only recipe for success. But, MIGREC begins with a great deal of advantages, a solid institutional 
framework, a wide pool of experts and researchers, a spirit of extroversion and the ambition to be 
relevant and provide valuable insights and promote knowledge. To all this, as this report has 
shown, it can add an enlarged group of institutions with which it can seek collaboration very 
shortly.  
 
The following key remarks were formulated in the context of the networking visits and the 
preparations of the report. They refer to several different issues and serve to highlight activities 
and themes that MIGREC could prioritize in future endeavors.  
          

 The possibility for MIGREC to form an advisory group. This is certainly an option that can 
be pursued and enhanced on the basis of the relevant information available in the reports of 
the project (mapping in Serbia and the Western Balkans: WP1, MIGREC’s mission, vision 
and research agenda: WP2, networking: WP3 and sustainability: WP5). The importance of 
setting up such a structure is undeniable: this will provide visibility for MIGREC and 
accentuate its leadership status. It will also constitute an ad hoc establishment of a network 
that can provide valuable services to the institution: i.e. evaluation, partners for 
collaboration and assistance in decision making processes. MIGREC itself has the margin to 
determine the type of stakeholders and institutions that can be part of it.  
 

 The importance of finding a balance between different types of stakeholders when it 
comes to networking. In particular, it will be necessary for MIGREC to combine the policy/ 
governance, research/ academic, civil society/ NGOs and the migrant engagement. Although 
it will be difficult to cover all strands similarly, MIGREC could certainly maintain a balanced 
approach.  
 

 The significance of establishing and maintaining potential off-shoots and collaborations 
in connecting ECRs (Early Career Researchers) and PGRs (Post-Graduate 
Researchers) from different nations. MIGREC’s doctoral programme can play a decisive 
role in this direction. MIGREC has the option of accrediting scholars from different countries 
in the Western Balkans with a view to create a pool of potential mentors and supervisors. 
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This is only one possibility. There can be several types of collaboration on a more short-
term basis (i.e. production of policy briefs and op-eds). Such a network will only strengthen 
MIGREC’s regional appeal and leading position.  
 

 The need to specify priority areas common across the countries of the Western Balkans and 
also areas to extend geographical coverage and representation on MIGREC. As it was noted 
frequently in the reports of this project, MIGREC bears the specificity of being one of the 
very few research centers dealing specifically with migration in the region. This is an 
element that raises expectations and that drives other institutions to consider MIGREC 
along higher standards. Although MIGREC cannot cover all migration related topics in the 
same depth, still it must promote knowledge and analysis on themes and topics with which 
all countries could relate. This report, as well as other reports (i.e. the reports on mapping 
and the report on the mission and research agenda) contain numerous relevant insights.  

   
Appendix  
 

1. General information and photos from the networking visits to Albania can be found at the 
following Internet addresses:  

 
- https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/networking-visit-to-the-western-balkans-in-the-context-of-the-

h2020-project-migrec/ 
 

- https://www.eliamep.gr/en/event/migrec-
%ce%b5%cf%80%ce%b9%cf%83%ce%ba%ce%ad%cf%88%ce%b5%ce%b9%cf%82-
%ce%b4%ce%b9%ce%ba%cf%84%cf%8d%cf%89%cf%83%ce%b7%cf%82-
%ce%ba%ce%b1%ce%b9-
%cf%80%cf%81%ce%bf%cf%8e%ce%b8%ce%b7%cf%83%ce%b7%cf%82/ 
 
 

https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/networking-visit-to-the-western-balkans-in-the-context-of-the-h2020-project-migrec/
https://migrec.fpn.bg.ac.rs/networking-visit-to-the-western-balkans-in-the-context-of-the-h2020-project-migrec/

